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“We are broken,’” one victim
in $1.3M scam tells judge

Cambridge
teacher
faces
sex-related

charges

Linda Givetash, Record staff

CAMBRIDGE — A female
Preston High School teacher
has been charged with sex-
related offences involving two
male students.

Sonya Rus-
sell, a 40-year-
old Waterloo
resident, has
been charged
with two
counts of lur-
ing by comput-
er, invitation
tosexual
touchingand
sexual exploi-
tation. She was arrested
Wednesday.

Russell appeared in a Kitche-
ner court Thursday afternoon
and a publication ban was put
into effect.

“The chargesrelate to allega-
tions of inappropriate inter-
action between the accused and
twomale students at the
school,” police stated Thursday:.

FACEBOOK PHOTO
Sonya Russell

> Teacher continued on page A2

INSIDE

Victims of a $1.3-million investment scam gather outside court during a break in the trial of Jennifer Killins on Thursday. From left: Jo-An
Lauzon, Brian Morrison, Natalie Allaire, Huguette Allaire, Chanelle Lauzon, Donna Morrison, Lydia Allaire and Gerard Ottier.

Former financial adviser Jennifer Killins pleads guilty
to stealing from about 20 clients from 2008 to 2012

Brian Caldwell, Record staff

KITCHENER — Jennifer Killins occasional-
ly wiped away tears after admitting sheisa
thiefand a liar on Thursday.

But her briefflashes of emotion paled next
tothe outpouring of griefand anger as vic-
tims of the former financial adviser filed up to
the front of a Kitchener courtroom.

One after another, they detailed sleepless
nights, dashed retirement plans and the em-
barrassment of being taken by the Waterloo
woman in a fraud with $1.3 million in losses.

“Thope what you have done to all of these
people haunts you forever,” said Daniel Lau-
zon of Guelph.

“We are broken,” said his wife, Jo-An.

As some victims spoke, others in the
crowded courtroom sobbed.

One man was so choked up when his wife
tried to have her say, he had to rush out into
the hall.

And when his wife couldn’t stop crying
long enough to even begin talking, Justice
Colin Westman took the unusual step of doing
it for her.

PETER LEE, RECORD STAFF

NBA draft stunner
Anthony Bennett
of Brampton becomes

“She was greedy, dishonest and heartless,”
Westman said, reading aloud from the wom-

an’s written statement. first Canadian to be
Killins, 38, pleaded guilty to four crimes in :
a scam between 2008 and 2012 that roped in NO' 1 p IC k I Sports’ D1
about 20 victims from Waterloo Region and
surrounding areas. INDEX, A2
Many have had to sell their homes or delay LOCAL B
retirement after losing their life savings. SPORTS D
Others are saddled with payments after tak- BUSINESS D8
ing outloans for investments that were never ARTS & LIFE E
actually made. CLASSIFIED F4
Some also have ongoing problems with the
Canada Revenue Agency after Killins filed $1.43 pLus Tax = $1.50
fraudulent income tax returns for them, or M RGO

said she had filed returns and actually didn’t.

» Killins continued on page A5

Kitchener bridge could collapse
without warning, engineer says

Terry Pender, Record staff

KITCHENER — The Margaret
Avenue bridge could collapse
without warning and will remain
closed to vehicles and pedestrians
indefinitely, says the city’s chief
engineer.

“Thisisserious,” Barbara
Robinson said in an interview
Thursday.

The bridge was closed on June
13, and will remain closed while
the city waits for structural engi-

neers toreview the report that
triggered the closure. That is
expected to take a maximum of
three weeks.

A bridge with a similar design
collapsed without warningina
suburb of Montreal in September
2006, killing five people. Engi-
neers call these bridges drop-in
spans supported by cantilevers.

The Margaret Avenue bridge
was built in 1959 and is of a design
that was used for alot of bridges
in the ’50s, ’60s and *70s.

“The design of the bridge has a
fundamental flaw, in the sense we
cannot inspect the structural
components of the bridge,” Rob-
inson said. “So these kinds of
bridges are no longer being built,
and these kinds of bridges can fail
without warning.”

A routine inspection of the
bridge occurred last year. The city
received a draft report of the in-

spection in January 2013.

> Bridge continued on page A2
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The Margaret Avenue bridge in Kitchener could collapse without warning
and will remain closed to vehicles and pedestrians.
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Teacher will work from home, board says

» Teacher continued from A1

Police spokesperson Olaf Heinzel said
the alleged inappropriate activity occurred
over the past year.

News of the allegations against the histo-
ry and social sciences teacher came as a
shock to the school community.

“This is very unsettling news for us. We
really put student safety at the forefront of
everything that we do,” said Laura Hodgins,
superintendent of education for the Water-

loo Region District School Board.

Students and parents with concerns
about the matter are welcome to call Pres-
ton High School and speak to principal Bill
Lemon, Hodgins said.

Priorto Thursday’s hearing, school
board officials said Russell was placed on
“home duty” for the time being; she will
continue to receive pay while working from
home.

“We’re co-operating fully with the police
investigation and we are awaiting the out-

come of that investigation in terms of what
further action we will be taking,” Hodgins
said.

Russell maintained a public Twitter
account where she actively corresponded
with students.

Her husband is also a teacher at Preston
High School.

Since the arrest was made, several young
people have taken to using the hash tag
“#FreeSonya” on Twitter in support of the
teacher.

Pending the investigation, the school
board will also review current policies
regarding staff and teacher use of comput-
ers and technology.

The police investigation continues and
anyone with information can call police at
519-650-8500, ext. 8646, or Crime Stoppers at
1-800-222-8477.

|givetash@therecord.com
With files from Fran Barrick

McGuinty
named
senior
fellow at
Harvard

News services

TORONTO — Former premier
Dalton McGuinty has been
named a senior fellow at Har-
vard University, the Toronto Star
haslearned.

McGuinty, who governed
Ontario from 2003 until last
February, will decamp to Cam-
bridge, Mass., for the fall se-
mester at Harvard’s Weather-
head Center for International
Affairs.

While in office, McGuinty
made education his top policy
priority, but he also devoted time
to international affairs, conduct-

ingnumerous trade missions to
China, India, Israel, Lebanon,
Pakistan, the West Bank, and the
U.S., among other places.

The fellowship at the presti-
gious Weatherhead Center —
co-founded by former U.S. secre-
tary of state Henry Kissinger —

will allow McGuinty to again
follow in his father’s footsteps.

Dalton McGuinty Sr., a Liber-
al MPP until his death in 1990,
attended Harvard Business
School.

The Weatherhead Center
hosts more than a dozen senior
fellows each year.

They include former poli-
ticians, officials from non-gov-
ernmental organizations, jour-
nalists, and top U.S. military
officers.

According to its website, the
school “is structured to encour-
age the highest practical level of
personal and intellectual inter-
action among a diverse commu-
nity of scholars and practitio-
ners.”

McGuinty and his wife, Terri,
who have four adult children,
will be in the Boston area from
September through to December.

McGuinty retired as Ottawa
South MPP two weeks ago after
representing the riding for 23
years.

MS lives here.

» Bridge continued from Al

The draft report said a structural investi-
gation of the bridge was urgent, because the
Margaret Avenue bridge is similar to the one
that collapsed in Quebec.

“It was becoming more known in the in-
dustry that these bridges are at risk of sudden
failure,” Robinson said.

The city also retained another engineer-
ingfirm toreview the findings of the 2012
inspection. That peer-review report should
be done in three weeks.

“Until we get that peer report, because

there isarisk of sudden failure, we don’t
want to take a chance with anybody on that
bridge —it’s just not worth the risk,” Rob-
inson said.

Atthe same time, a plan is being developed
on the options for making the bridge safe or
takingitdown. The city has to weigh the costs
and benefits of spending money on a 55-year-
old bridge with substandard design. It will
take a couple of months to research and write
that report for city councillors.

“The next step is to say: ‘We have a prob-
lem here. Now what can we do about it? Can
we provide additional support to the existing

PETER LEE, RECORD STAFF

The Margaret Avenue bridge was closed on June 13, and will remain closed while the City of Kitchener waits for structural engineers to review
the report that triggered the closure. More than 7,000 vehicles use Margaret Avenue every day.

‘We don’t want to take a chance — it’s not worth the risk’

bridge? Do we need to take it down?’ All of
those questions will be have to be answered
by professionals and I don’t have the answers
today,” Robinson said.

The city shared the inspection reports
with the railways using the tracks below.

“All the users of the railway are looking at
therisk with this bridge,” Robinson said.

More than 7,000 vehicles a day use Marga-
ret Avenue, which is classified as amajor
collector road that connects several neigh-
bourhoods.

tpender@therecord.com
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