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KITCHENER — It’s rare to have a
community where children attend
the same school their parents did
and neighbours all connect at
Sunday worship, but for one
neighbourhood this has been the
norm for generations.

“We have the best of possible all
worlds, a village atmosphere with
complete security and this feeling
of one large family ... and that’s
completely keeping back (with)
1892,” said Reinhold Kauk, 75.

Kauk is one many members of
the Carmel New Church and
School located in the south Kitche-
ner neighbourhood of Caryndale.
The unique community follows a
century’s old tradition of offering
Christian education to its mem-
bers’ children and providing a
space to explore their faith.

“I think it really is tying togeth-
er around a common faith,” said
pastor Brad Heinrichs of the
Caryndale community which he
moved to in 1999.

This September, Carmel New
Church marks its 120th anniversa-
ry since first being established in
Kitchener and 50th anniversary of
moving the church to its current
location.

The vision for the current
church community came about
when young families could not
afford to buy houses close to the
original location on King Street
West across from Kitchener-Wa-
terloo Collegiate Institute.

When church member John
Evens put his farm property up for
sale in 1960, the congregation was
able to purchase the property,

move the church and divide it into
large lots for families to build
their homes.

With two-thirds of the homes
surrounding the church still
owned by members of the congre-
gation and new generations en-
rolling in the school each fall, the
community continues to thrive.

“The plan has worked out as the
dreamers, if you would call them
that, thought it would,” said Kauk,
who bought the original farm-
house on the property in 1969.

The monumental anniversa-
ries are also met with two others:
ten years since the addition of the
school was built on the church and
five years since the church devel-
oped a high school program.

To commemorate the dates, the
church is holding events on Sept.

14 through 16 and inviting back
former pastors, their families and
others who have moved away over
the years.

A wine and cheese event will
welcome everyone Friday, fol-
lowed by open houses and historic
tours around the original church
location and a banquet on Satur-
day. A video version of the tour has
also been compiled for the commu-
nity.

The celebrations end with a
pancake breakfast and worship
service lead by Heinrichs.

At the centre of all the celebra-
tions is the reflection on the
church’s history in the communi-
ty and how its families have grown
and moved with it. 

The theme of renewal, Hein-
richs said, will be incorporated in
the upcoming school year so that
the children can learn about
where their parents and grandpar-
ents came from. 

“I think it’s one of those things
that each generation needs to do,
to reconnect with their past and
see what was important in the
previous generations and hopeful-
ly the core principles are still
important to them and they will
put their own twist on it and take
it forward,” said Heinrichs, whose
grandfather was an assistant
minister at Carmel.

The school remains a major
factor in connecting the present
with the past, as parents hope

their children can have the same
safe and positive experience they
did while obtaining both secular
and spiritual education. 

While the future may pose
challenges from the increasing
costs of running a school to the
affordability of buying homes
near the church, the doctrines of
the New Church and focus on
living well in the community are
often maintained by their mem-
bers even when they move away.

“Religion is something that’s
supposed to be engrained in every-
thing you do and that’s what
makes faith living,” said Hein-
richs. 
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The Carmel New Church and School, located in the south Kitchener neighbourhood of Caryndale, will celebrate its 50th anniversary this September.

‘Best of all possible worlds’
Carmel New Church and School
celebrates 120 years of building
a unique faith community

Carmel church and school shown in this 1892 file photo.
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We have the best
of possible all
worlds, a village
atmosphere with
complete security
and this feeling of
one large family...
and that’s
completely
keeping back
(with) 1892.”
— REINHOLD KAUK, 75

WINNIPEG — Judy Patterson knows Lou
Gehrig’s disease will eventually end her
life. But she’s not allowing the debilitating
effects of the disease to kill her spirit.

Fortified by a strong Christian faith,
supported by her family and nurtured by
members of her Pentecostal church, the
Winnipeg woman believes it is wrong to
take her own life, no matter how her illness
proceeds.

“The way I look at it is I’ve been blessed,”
the grandmother of eight says in a strong
voice, unaffected by four years of suffering
from amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, also
known as Lou Gehrig’s disease.

“If you’re going to accept the blessings,

you have to accept the curses.”
When she was first diagnosed with ALS,

a progressive neuromuscular disease that
affects voluntary muscle movement, Pat-
terson immediately thought of Sue Rodri-
guez, who fought for the right to die by phy-
sician-assisted suicide nearly two decades
ago. The Supreme Court of Canada ruled in
1994 that the B.C. woman could not have an
assisted suicide. She later died from an
illegal assisted suicide.

In recent weeks, as another B.C. woman
afflicted with ALS has won the right to
assisted suicide, Patterson has spoken out
against the ruling.

“I thought ‘here we go again.’ I remem-
ber Sue Rodriguez and her fight,” she says
of the right-to-die case brought to the B.C.

Supreme Court by Gloria
Taylor.

On June 15, Justice
Lynn Smith ruled Cana-
da’s ban on physician-
assisted suicide infringes
on the rights of disabled
people and Taylor could
be allowed to choose
when she dies.

Like Patterson, Taylor
has limited movement, uses a wheelchair
and has a strong Christian faith.

But they differ in the interpretation of
that faith. Taylor, a member of the United
Church of Canada, has been quoted as say-
ing she believes God doesn’t want her to
suffer unnecessarily from ALS. For Pat-
terson, taking her own life is clearly a sin.

“If you’re a Christian and you read the
Bible and you accept it as God’s word, then
you should follow it,” says Patterson, who

won’t reveal her age but acknowledges she’s
been married for nearly 49 years.

“That means obedience. It means Thy
will be done, not mine.”

She believes God’s will for her has un-
folded as her illness has progressed. Now
completely immobile, her head kept up by a
neck brace, Patterson can’t move her hands
and can only move from her wheelchair to
the washroom or bed with the aid of a mo-
torized lift installed in her bedroom.

Although she’s unable to hold her infant
grandchild or tend to her personal needs,
Patterson refuses to see her life as negative
or worthless. Instead, she says dealing with
ALS has strengthened her faith.

“This is a blessing in that it brings you
nearer to God, that you might not have tak-
en the time for,” she says.

“It’s very intimate, it’s very peaceful.”
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