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TORONTO — Prime Minister Stephen
Harper publicly criticized correctional
authorities on Thursday for their handling
of a disturbed teenager who choked to death
in her Kitchener prison cell five years ago,
prompting opposition accusations of federal
government dishonesty.

The issue reached the House of Commons
following the screening of disturbing jail-
house video at an inquest into the death of
Ashley Smith this week that shows guards
duct-taping her and drugging her against
her will.

“The Ashley Smith case is obviously a
terrible tragedy,” Harper said.

However, in-
formation has come
to light that shows
Corrections Cana-
da’s behaviour was
“completely unac-
ceptable,” he told
the House of Com-
mons.

Outside the
Commons, Liberal
Leader Bob Rae
accused the Conser-
vative government
of being “dishon-
est.”

“This is a government that wanted to stop
the showing of those videos,” Rae said.

“This is a government that, every step of
the way, attempted to keep Canadians from
seeing what went on.”

While federal lawyers lost a court battle
to keep the videos under wraps, they are still
fighting to limit the scope of the inquest,
which would block scrutiny of what hap-
pened to Smith in prisons outside Ontario.

Harper said he would let “arguments
between lawyers” play out without interfer-
ence. 

Smith choked to death as guards looked
on in October 2007 at the Grand Valley In-
stitution for Women in Kitchener. 

She had spent the last year of her life in
segregation, shunted among prisons in five
provinces.

Also Thursday, Smith’s family released
documents their lawyer said showed a
“shoddy” criminal investigation into how
prison authorities in Quebec had treated
Smith.

“When Ashley was alive, the system
turned a blind eye to her and ultimately, she
was abused right into death,” lawyer Julian
Falconer said.

PM calls
Smith
case a
‘tragedy’
Says prison system’s
actions ‘completely
unacceptable’

Colin Perkel

‰ Smith continued on page A3

ST. AGATHA — Hugs and high fives
greeted a bright-eyed and smiling Lydia
Herrle outside her home Thursday.

Less than six months after the incident
that left her in a coma, Lydia walked out
from Herrle’s Country Farm Market
down the lane to the family’s Erb’s Road
home with her parents — James and
Michelle — by her side.

While Lydia has been home since
Thanksgiving, well over 100 community
members lined the lane for an official
homecoming, waving green ribbons to
encourage the 13-year-old’s remarkable

recovery.
While the plan for the event was for

Lydia to ride in a golf cart decorated lime
green in her honour, she decided to walk
the whole way and interact face-to-face
with her friends and neighbours. 

“That was pretty breathtaking,” said
Colton Ferrell, 13.

Ferrell, with local boys Jacob Asselin,
Jordan Asselin and Cameron Lorentz,
sold lime-green “Stay Strong Lydia”
bracelets and T-shirts to encourage com-
munity support for Lydia and help fund
medical costs her family incurred.

“People who didn’t even live around
here would buy them,” said Ferrell, who

was one of the few students on Lydia’s
school bus when she stepped off and was
hit by a truck in May.

In the end, thousands of bracelets were
sold and countless T-shirts, too.

The community’s hopes and prayers
for Lydia to “stay strong” were answered
as they witnessed her wide grin while she
hugged many of her well-wishers along
the lane.

“It was good to see her again. She
looked good,” said Jacob Asselin, 13, who
was also on Lydia’s bus and spearheaded
the bracelet campaign.

Although Lydia has made great strides
in recovering, it will still be some time
before she rejoins the group of boys and
her other schoolmates at Baden Public
School.

PETER LEE, RECORD STAFF

Lydia Herrle is welcomed by more than 100 people as she walks down her lane in a ceremonial homecoming with family close by,
including her mom Michelle with a guiding hand of support.

Linda Givetash, Record staff

‰ Herrle continued on page A5

‘Front row seats to a miracle’

Lydia Herrle, survivor of a serious accident, 
gets warm welcome home from community

KITCHENER — Trans-
forming the 120-year-old
Boehmer Box factory into
Waterloo Region’s hub for
Canadian-made movies is
a job that would take many
years of work and millions
of dollars.

But despite a film re-
sume that tends toward
pornography and has yet to
include any finished main-

stream movies, Kitche-
ner’s Mark Stever believes
he’s just the man to do it.

He’s already come up
with a name, the Berlin
Film, Arts & Cultural
Centre, and a bold plan to
turn the 147,000-square foot
former box factory into an
alternative to film centres
in Toronto or Vancouver.

He believes the iconic
building, which is adjacent
to the region’s future tran-

sit terminal in downtown
Kitchener, could become a
“flagship” for the local arts
scene, modelled along the
lines of the redeveloped
Tannery building.

Stever has the support
of the Duke Street build-
ing’s owner, Krishan
Judge, and the tentative
backing of a few of the old
factory’s tenants.

Adult filmmaker wants 
to transform Boehmer building

RECORD STAFF

Mark Stever proposes converting the old Boehmer 
Box factory into the Berlin Film, Arts & Cultural Centre.

Greg Mercer, Record staff

‰ Film continued page A2

KITCHENER — All it took was
a single, pointless punch near
closing time at a Waterloo bar.

Now one young man is al-
most blind in his right eye and
another could face jail time for
hitting him over what he
thought was a stare.

“You just never know what’s
going to happen in one of these
drunken assaults,” said Crown
prosecutor David Russell.

The lasting impact of the
brief exchange in January 2011
was outlined Thursday after
Taylor Somann pleaded guilty
to aggravated assault.

Then a first-year student at
Wilfrid Laurier University, the
Oshawa-area teenager had been
drinking heavily with two ac-
quaintances at the Titanium
nightclub.

Caleb Snider, a Conestoga
College student from St.
Agatha, was outside talking to
friends when Somann left the
bar to go home for the night.

Man almost
blind in one
eye after
punch
Brian Caldwell, Record staff

‰ Drunk continued on page A5
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“She looks well … but her
brain is at a totally different
spot,” Michelle said, sitting
with Lydia in the family’s liv-
ing room the morning prior to
the ribbon waving.

Lydia continues to receive
therapy with a physiothera-
pist, occupational therapist
and a speech language patholo-
gist to help her body regain its
strength and her brain to heal.

Those sessions are topped
with music therapy and aca-
demic tutoring.

“She has a full schedule,”
Michelle explained.

Yet as difficult as the heal-
ing process may be, Lydia re-
mains enthusiastic about the
challenge and continues set-
ting goals for herself.

Just as Michelle began to
list the Christmas goals, Lydia
chimed in that she wants “to
shower by myself and go to the
washroom by myself.”

As the muscles in her legs
strengthen and she regains
stability without help to ac-
complish those goals, Lydia
will also be closer to reaching
her dreams of playing soccer
and figure skating again.

Taking small steps in recov-
ering, Lydia has already man-
aged to move back into her own
room to sleep at night — a goal
that was set for months from
now — with only a baby moni-
tor at hand to call for help when
she needs it.

Throughout these past
months the family has found

strength in their faith as they
have “front row seats to a mira-
cle” watching Lydia transform.

And for Lydia, the journey
of recovery is about faith too.

“Without (Jesus) I wouldn’t
have survived,” she said.

Regaining memory, Lydia
has begun sharing her experi-
ence of recovery, including the
time of her coma. Michelle said
Lydia told the story that Jesus
was speaking to her while still
in a coma.

“She said, ‘He said to me do
not worry, do not be afraid, I
shall always be with you,’ ”
Michelle recalled.

“As people of faith obviously
we treasure that.”

The family, if not in awe of
Lydia’s incredible progress,
has been overwhelmed by the
unwavering support of the
community as well.

“She’s been referred to be-
fore as being this sort of com-
munity child and that everyone
is rooting for her,” Michelle
said. 

“What a privileged position
that is. … We’re grateful.”

Continues to set
goals for herself
‰ Herrle continued from A1
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Out of the blue as he ran
past him, court heard, So-
mann sucker-punched the
unsuspecting victim and
just kept going as if nothing
had happened.

But the punch had
knocked a lens out of Snid-
er’s glasses and it went into
his eye, doing damage that
required 10 stitches and
three hours of surgery.

Snider, then 19, went
through months of pain and
aggravation and now faces a
long wait for a corneal trans-
plant that could restore his
vision.

“It is a night I try and
forget, but no matter what, I
will always be constantly
reminded of what hap-
pened,” he wrote in a state-
ment.

The punch also deeply
cut Somann’s hand and —
although oblivious to his
injury because he was so
drunk — he was eventually
taken to hospital by ambu-
lance at the insistence of
others.

By coincidence, both
teens were in the same
emergency department
when a friend of Snider
overhead Somann talking
about how he had just
punched somebody in down-
town Waterloo.

Police put two and two
together and Somann was
arrested, quickly confessing
on video and writing an
apology to his victim.

A trim, clean-cut man
with no criminal record,
Somann appeared in Kitche-
ner court wearing a dark
suit and a white shirt.

Russell, a veteran prose-
cutor, said he was struck by
his demeanour at a previous
preliminary hearing into
the charge.

“Rarely have I seen any-
body who seemed so genu-
inely remorseful for what he
had done,” he said.

Russell called it a classic
case of what judges often
lecture young men about in
petty assaults fuelled by
booze and testosterone —
how they were lucky, how it
could have been much
worse, how there are some-
times severe, unintended
consequences.

And because the eye
injury this time proves it,
Russell also said he will seek
a substantial jail term when
Somann returns to court for
sentencing in January.

Punched
teen over 
a stare
‰ Drunk continued from A1
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WATERLOO REGION — The
drought may be over, but it’s now 16
months and counting for warmer-
than-normal weather for Waterloo
Region.

In October 2012, more than twice
the normal rainfall was recorded
in the area: 140 mm at the Breslau
airport and 146 mm at the Roseville
weather station. The normal
amount is 65 mm.

The rain was spread over 23
days in the month, compared to the
usual 13 rainy days.

The extended, gentle and soak-
ing rainfall was just what the
Kitchener area needed after a
dusty spring and summer, said
David Phillips, a climatologist at
Environment Canada.

“In the last two weeks, there’s
been only one dry day ... this has
probably been the perfect kind of
month to restore water levels,” he
said.

“September was also wetter
than normal, 101mm compared to
86. So you had 241mm over Septem-
ber and October, when the normal
is 150 over those two months.”

Local waterway flows are back
to normal after the rains, the
Grand River Conservation Au-
thority reports. On Wednesday,

local water managers cancelled a
voluntary request for a 20 per cent
water reduction use by large vol-
ume water users.

No weather records were set in
October 2012, Phillips said. It was,
however, the wettest since 131mm
in rainfall was recorded in 2001at
the Region of Waterloo Interna-
tional Airport.

Only two other Octobers were
wetter since record-keeping began
here in 1914.

In 1955, 151mm was recorded.
In 1954, hurricane Hazel

drenched southern Ontario, set-
ting the Kitchener October record
of 190.7 mm.

All the rain in October kept
temperatures above normal, Phil-
lips said. Cloud insulates the
ground overnight, retaining
warmth in the ground and air.

‰ Average of all high and low
temperatures was 9 C in October.
Normal is 8.2 C.

‰ Average of the daytime highs
in October was 13.8 C. Normal is
13.4 C.

‰ Average of nighttime low
temperatures was 4.1C. Normal is
2.9 C.

November is expected to have
normal temperatures, Phillips
said. 

Look for highs of 6 C and lows of
-2 C by mid-month. Precipitation
will likely be bit below the normal
70 mm of rain and 14 cm of snow.

Compared to last winter — the
warmest on record in Ontario —
the coming winter will seem harsh,
even though long-range weather
models predict near-normal tem-
perature and precipitation, Phil-
lips said. 

“It’s coming earlier, will stay
later and feel harder in the mid-
dle,” he said.

October wetter, warmer than usual
More than twice the normal rainfall was recorded last month 

PETER LEE, RECORD STAFF

Rochelle Knox shields her baby
boy Soren, 11 months, from the
rain on a walk in uptown Waterloo
on a typically wet October day.

Kevin Swayze, Record staff

kswayze@therecord.com
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