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PM calls

Smith
case a
‘tragedy’

Says prison system'’s
actions ‘completely
unacceptable’

Colin Perkel

TORONTO — Prime Minister Stephen
Harper publicly criticized correctional
authorities on Thursday for their handling
of adisturbed teenager who choked to death
in her Kitchener prison cell five years ago,
prompting opposition accusations of federal
government dishonesty.

The issue reached the House of Commons
following the screening of disturbing jail-
house video at an inquest into the death of
Ashley Smith this week that shows guards
duct-taping her and drugging her against

her will.
PETER LEE, RECORD STAFF “The Ashley Smith case is obviously a
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Continues to set
goals for herself

» Herrle continued from Al

“Shelooks well ... but her
brain is at a totally different
spot,” Michelle said, sitting
with Lydia in the family’s liv-
ingroom the morning prior to
theribbon waving.

Lydia continues to receive
therapy with a physiothera-
pist, occupational therapist
and a speech language patholo-
gist to help her body regain its
strength and her brain to heal.

Those sessions are topped
with music therapy and aca-
demic tutoring.

“She has a full schedule,”
Michelle explained.

Yet as difficult as the heal-
ing process may be, Lydiare-
mains enthusiastic about the
challenge and continues set-
ting goals for herself.

Justas Michelle began to
list the Christmas goals, Lydia
chimed in that she wants “to
shower by myself and go to the
washroom by myself.”

Asthemuscles in herlegs
strengthen and she regains
stability without help to ac-
complish those goals, Lydia
will also be closer to reaching
her dreams of playing soccer
and figure skating again.

Taking small steps in recov-
ering, Lydia has already man-
aged to move back into her own
room to sleep at night —a goal
that was set for months from
now — with only a baby moni-
tor at hand to call for help when
she needs it.

Throughout these past
months the family has found

strength in their faith as they
have “front row seats to amira-
cle” watching Lydia transform.

And for Lydia, the journey
of recovery is about faith too.

“Without (Jesus) I wouldn’t
have survived,” she said.

Regaining memory, Lydia
has begun sharing her experi-
ence of recovery, including the
time of her coma. Michelle said
Lydiatold the story that Jesus
was speaking to her while still
inacoma.

“Shesaid, ‘He said tome do
not worry, do not be afraid, I
shall always be with you,””
Michellerecalled.

“As people of faith obviously
we treasure that.”

The family, if not in awe of
Lydia’s incredible progress,
has been overwhelmed by the
unwavering support of the
community as well.

“She’s been referred to be-
fore as being this sort of com-
munity child and that everyone
isrooting for her,” Michelle
said.

“What a privileged position
thatis. ... We’re grateful.”

lgivetash@therecord.com

October wetter, warmer than usual
More than twice the normal rainfall was recorded last month

Kevin Swayze, Record staff

WATERLOO REGION —The
drought may be over, but it’snow 16
months and counting for warmer-
than-normal weather for Waterloo
Region.

In October 2012, more than twice
the normal rainfall was recorded
in the area: 140 mm at the Breslau
airport and 146 mm at the Roseville
weather station. The normal
amount is 65 mm.

Therain was spread over 23
days in the month, compared to the
usual 13 rainy days.

The extended, gentle and soak-
ingrainfall was just what the
Kitchener areaneeded after a
dusty spring and summer, said
David Phillips, a climatologist at
Environment Canada.

“In the last two weeks, there’s
been only one dry day ... thishas
probably been the perfect kind of
month to restore water levels,” he
said.

“September was also wetter
than normal, 101 mm compared to
86. So you had 241 mm over Septem-
ber and October, when the normal
is 150 over those two months.”

Local waterway flows are back
tonormal after the rains, the
Grand River Conservation Au-
thority reports. On Wednesday,

PETER LEE, RECORD STAFF

Rochelle Knox shields her baby
boy Soren, 11 months, from the
rain on a walk in uptown Waterloo
on a typically wet October day.

local water managers cancelled a
voluntary request for a 20 per cent
water reduction use by large vol-
ume water users.

No weather records were set in
October 2012, Phillips said. It was,
however, the wettest since 131 mm
inrainfall wasrecorded in 2001 at
the Region of Waterloo Interna-
tional Airport.

Only two other Octobers were
wetter since record-keeping began
herein1914.

In1955,151 mm was recorded.

In1954, hurricane Hazel

drenched southern Ontario, set-
ting the Kitchener October record
0f190.7 mm.

All the rain in October kept
temperatures above normal, Phil-
lips said. Cloud insulates the
ground overnight, retaining
warmth in the ground and air.

» Average of all high and low
temperatures was 9 C in October.
Normalis8.2C.

» Average of the daytime highs
in October was 13.8 C. Normal is
13.4C.

» Average of nighttime low
temperatures was 4.1 C. Normal is
29C.

November is expected to have
normal temperatures, Phillips
said.

Look for highs of 6 C and lows of
-2 C by mid-month. Precipitation
will likely be bit below the normal
70 mm of rain and 14 cm of snow.

Compared to last winter —the
warmest onrecord in Ontario—
the coming winter will seem harsh,
even though long-range weather
models predict near-normal tem-
perature and precipitation, Phil-
lips said.

“It’s coming earlier, will stay
later and feel harder in the mid-
dle,” he said.

kswayze@therecord.com
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